Andrew's Birthday Wish
by Leigh Kibby

Lots of things had been planned for Andrew's Birthday party. Invitations had been sent and people had been asked.  

Everything was planned except Andrew's Birthday Wish. People would ask Andrew, "What will you wish for on your Birthday?" But, Andrew wasn't sure. 

"Having a pet seal to play with in the bath would be a splash," thought Andrew. "An elephant under the bed would be something to trumpet about. A pig in a puddle would be a great snort and a Hyena would be a great laugh." But, Andrew couldn't find a Birthday Wish that felt right and didn't know where to find one. 

Andrew decided to try the first star you see at night which was magical and gave Wishes. So, that night, Andrew looked up at the first star and said the magical words, 

"Star light, star bright,

First star I see tonight,

I Wish I may, I Wish I might,

Have my Birthday Wish tonight."

The star twinkled gently at Andrew and said, "I'd like to help out but I don't do Birthday   Wishes. Some-one fantastic and marvellous does those. You can Wish on me for something else," added the star hopefully.

"No thank-you," replied Andrew politely. "I'm only looking for my Birthday Wish. I'll Wish on you another time."

"I'll be here," said the star with a twinkling smile.

The next day Andrew saw a Wishing Well. "This is the place," thought Andrew so stopped and said,

"Wishing Well deep,

Wishing Well kind,

Give me the Wish,

I hold in my mind."

"For my Birthday   I ...," began Andrew.

"Stop right there," said the Wishing Well kindly, "I don't do Birthday Wishes. Some-one special and magical does those. But I'll grant another Wish."

"Thank-you," said Andrew. "But I'm only looking for my birhtday Wish."

That night, Andrew remembered that the Tooth Fairy was special and magical. Andrew didn't have a real tooth but drew a particularly nice picture of one and stuck it under the pillow. Then, just before falling asleep, Andrew said,

"Tooth Fairy, Tooth Fairy,

I know that you're near,

So please let me whisper,

My Wish in your ear."

"For my Birthday, I Wish   ..." said Andrew before being interrupted.

"Another magical person does Birthday Wishes," said the Fairy. "But I love the tooth picture and I'll give you a Wish for that."

"No thank-you," said Andrew.

Finally, one day before the party, Andrew looked in the telephone book for some-one magical and saw the name "Betty Bunyip."

"Just right," thought Andrew and telephoned Betty who suddenly appeared.

"How can I help?" asked Betty.

"I'm looking for a magical person to give me my Birthday Wish. But, I don't know who it is," said Andrew.

"The magical person is you," said Betty smiling.

"Me?" said Andrew with a surprised voice.

"Yes," said Betty. "And I can tell you the words that will help you find your Wish."

"When you blow out the candles,

Before you cut the cake,

Look in your heart,

For the Wish you should make.

Close your eyes tight,

Think of what you hold dear,

And into your heart,

Your Wish will appear."

The next day was Andrew's Birthday. Lots of people had come and there were games to play, presents to open and food to eat. It was an especially nice day and Andrew enjoyed sharing the fun and food with everyone there. Finally, eveyone was quiet and out come a beautiful cake with (insert number) candles burning brightly on top.

Andrew felt tingly, it would soon be time for the Birthday Wish.

Everyone sang the Birthday song and finished with a laugh and a clap. After that, there was hush and then silence. Everyone looked at Andrew with big smiles. They were waiting for Andrew to begin the magic of the Birthday Wish.

Then Andrew knew remembered the magical words Betty had said.

"When you blow out the candles,

Before you cut the cake,

Look in your heart,

For the Wish you should make.

Close your eyes tight,

Think of what you hold dear,

And into your heart,

Your Wish will appear."

Andrew said the magical words with closed eyes and the Birthday Wish miraculously appeared in Andrew's heart. Then the specialness of the Wish that was inside Andrew showed on the outside with a very miraculous and magical smile on Andrew's face.

Later, when everyone was gone, Andrew's Birthday Wish was written into a very special Birthday book all about Andrew. The wish was held safely there so it could grow strong and make Andrew's dream come true. 

Penny, Where's Santa?
by Leigh Kibby

It was nearly Christmas and Santa had been working very hard wrapping presents for everyone, including a very special present for Penny. But, Santa was tired and needed a rest. "A holiday is perfect," said Santa to himself. So, he packed his bag and headed off but forgot to tell anyone where he was going. He didn't wear his Red Suit because he didn't want anyone to recognize him. Instead, Santa wore bright rainbow shorts, a bright rainbow shirt and very large straw hat.

Later that day, Santa had not returned and the elves were very worried. So, they printed up lots of posters with pictures of Santa. The posters read, "Have you seen this man? He answers to the names Santa Claus, Father Christmas and Kris Kringle. Please send him home if you find him or phone us at the North Pole. Please help us."

Then they searched Santa's home and found his address book. It was open to the page with Penny's name and phone number. The elves telephoned Penny and told him that Santa was missing. Penny knew that he could find Santa, so he went looking. But, Penny was remembered to tell some-one where he was going before he left.

Penny headed off and eventually came reached the beach. A dolphin was playing in the water. "I'm looking for a big jolly man,

With a huge happy laugh,

Saying Ho, Ho, ho," said Penny. 

"He was last seen wearing a Red Suit."

"There was a fellow just like him surfing here the other day," said the Dolphin. "Although he wasn't wearing a Red Suit."

"Which way did he go?" asked Penny.

"That way," said the Dolphin pointing.

One day later, with seven days to go, Penny was on top of a very large bridge. He said to the seagull sitting there,

"I'm looking for a big jolly man,

With a huge happy laugh,

Saying Ho, Ho, ho," said Penny. 

"He was last seen wearing a Red Suit."

"I haven't seen a man in a Red Suit," said the Seagull. "But I saw some-one just like him Bungee jumping here yesterday," the Seagull added. "He went that way," said the Seagull pointing.

One day later, with six days to go, Penny was standing on the Great Wall of China. "I'm looking for a man like this," said Penny, " he wears a Red Suit."

"There was a fellow like that Roller Blading here the other day," answered the Panda. "Although he didn't have a red Suit. He went that way," added the Panda pointing.

One day later, with five days to go, Penny was standing at the base of a Pyramid.

"I'm looking for a big jolly man,

With a huge happy laugh,

Saying Ho, Ho, ho," said Penny. 

"He was last seen wearing a Red Suit."

"I don't recognize him and I haven't seen the suit," said the Camel in between spits. "But there was a fellow just like that climbing the pyramid yesterday. He went that way," said the Camel pointing with its tongue.

One day later with four days to go, Penny was talking to an Elephant. "Have you seen some-one who looks like this wearing a Red Suit?" asked Penny.

"I don't know who he is," replied the Elephant. "But, the other day, I saw a fellow just like that riding a giraffe. But he didn't have a red suit. He went that way," finished the Elephant pointing with his trunk.

One day later, with three days to go, Penny was high on a hill talking to a Eagle.

"I'm looking for a big jolly man,

With a huge happy laugh,

Saying Ho, Ho, ho," said Penny. 

"He was last seen wearing a Red Suit."

"I don't know who he is and haven't seen a fellow in a Red Suit," said the Eagle. "But, there was a man just like that hang gliding here yesterday. He went that way," said the Eagle pointing North.

One day later, two days before Christmas, Penny was riding a Sea Horse across the ocean when he passed a small island. On the beach he saw 

a big, jolly man,

with a huge happy laugh,

saying Ho, ho, ho.

Even though he wasn't wearing a Red Suit, Penny knew who it was.

"There you are," said Penny, "I've been looking for you all over."

"I was so tired," said Santa, " that I decided to have a little holiday."

"But, you didn't tell anyone you were going," said Penny.

"Oh," said Santa. "I forgot."

"Now it's only two days until Christmas," said Penny. "We have to hurry."

So, Penny and Santa hopped on the the Sea Horse, rode a giraffe, climbed the pyramid, Roller Bladed, Bungee jumped and surfed until Santa was finally home just in time for Christmas.

"Thanks Penny," said Santa. "You've just saved Christmas and I'll never again forget to tell anyone where I'm going."

Peter Saves Suitless Santa

by Leigh Kibby
It was ten days until Christmas and Santa was finishing his pre-Christmas checklist. He had polished his boots, completed five test flights with the reindeer, combed his beard, washed behind his ears and cut his toe nails. There was only one thing left, without which Christmas couldn't happen. Santa had to pick up his Red Suit from the drycleaners.

It was quite windy when he left so Santa put on something warm. On the way back, a blizzard was blowing. The wind was so strong it blew the Red Suit out of Santa's hands. "Oh no," said Santa as he chased the Red Suit.

Before  Santa could catch it, the red Suit had blown away in the wind. "Oh no," said Santa. 

Santa spent two days looking and couldn't find his suit. Extra, special help was needed so Santa got out his book of extra, special helpers. He flipped to a particularly important page which had Peter's name and telephone number. Then, Santa telephoned Peter.

"I've been looking all over for my Red Suit," said Santa. "We have to cancel Christmas," added Santa sadly, " because I can't find it."

"Don't worry Santa," said Peter confidently. "Don't give up. There's still eight days until Christmas and I know some people who can help. Together we can all save Christmas."

So Peter asked his friends for help. He borrowed gum boots from Peter, red pants from Susan, a red jacket from Thomas and a red floppy cap from Presto the Wizard.

Peter walked to the beach, hitch hiked on the back of a whale, rode piggy back on a Polar bear and waddled with a Penguin all the way to the North Pole. On his back he carried all the things he had borrowed from his friends.

But, Peter's boots, Susan's pants, Thomas jacket and Presto's cap were too small. "Great try," said Santa. "But they don't fit."

"Then we'll just have to follow the wind until we find your Red Suit," said Peter wisely.

"We can do that in my sleigh," said Santa.

Peter, Santa and the Reindeer followed the wind until they met a Proud Looking Polar Bear.

"I've been looking all over for my Red Suit," said Santa. "We have to cancel Christmas," added Santa sadly, " because I can't find it."

"I haven't seen a Red Suit," said the Polar Bear. "But you can borrow the Red Pants the wind gave me if that will help save Christmas," she added.

"Thanks," said Peter and Santa smiling. (picture of Santa pulling on pants)

Next, Peter and Santa flew with the wind until they saw a happy Hippopotamus wearing a Red Jacket. "We're looking for Santa's Jacket, Cap and Boots" said Peter. "Without them we'll have to cancel Christmas."

"I haven't seen them," said the Hippopotamus. "But you can borrow the Red Jacket the wind gave me if that will help save Christmas," he added.

"Thanks," said Peter and Santa smiling.

This time Peter and Santa flew in the sleigh until they saw a Polite Penguin wearing a Red Cap. "We're looking for Santa's Hat and Boots," said Peter. "Without them we'll have to cancel Christmas."

"I haven't seen Santa's stuff," said the Penguin. "But you can borrow the Cap the wind gave me if that will help," she added.

"Thanks," said Peter and Santa smiling.

Peter and Santa flew a little further until they met a Wonderful Whale with a boot on top of its head. "We're looking for Santa's Boots," said Peter. "Without them we'll have to cancel Christmas."

"I haven't seen Santa's boots," said the Whale. "But you can borrow the Hat the wind gave me if that will help," he added.

"Thanks," said Peter and Santa smiling.

This time Santa and Peter flew and flew and flew until they finally met a Happy Kookaburra living in a boot. "We're looking for Santa's Boot," said Peter. "Without it we'll have to cancel Christmas."

"I haven't seen it," said the Happy Kookaburra. "But you can borrow the house the wind gave me if that will help," she added.

"Thanks," said Peter and Santa smiling.

Peter and Santa got back to the North Pole the night before Christmas.

They quickly packed Santa's sleigh and then flew off to deliver presents. Santa packed special presents for Peter, Susan, Thomas and Presto. Then Peter and Santa made new Pants for the Polar bear, a Jacket for the Hippopotamus,  Cap for the Penguin, a Hat for the Whale and a new home for the Kookaburra.

Finally, everything was ready for Christmas.

"Thank-you for saving my Suit and saving Christmas," said Santa to Peter.

"You're welcome," said Peter.

"Would you like to help me deliver all the presents?" asked Santa. "I can take you home on the way."

"Wow," replied Peter. "That would be great."

"By the way," said Santa. "I think our adventure would be a great story book."

"How could that happen?" asked Peter feeling very surprised.

"With a toiuch of magic," Said Santa with a smile and suddenly a book appeared in Peter's hands. It was called .....

Ellie, Where's Santa?
by Leigh Kibby

It was nearly Christmas and Santa had been working very hard. So, he decided to have a rest

Later that day, Santa had not returned and the elves were very worried. So, they printed up lots of posters with pictures of Santa. The posters read, "Have you seen this man? He answers to the names Santa Claus, Father Christmas and Kris Kringle. Please send him home if you find him or phone us at the North Pole. Please help us."

Then they searched Santa's home and found the open book with Ellie's name and phone number. They telephoned Ellie and told him that Santa was missing.

One day later, with eight days to go, Ellie had reached the beach. A dolphin was playing in the water. "Have you seen this man?" asked Ellie showing a picture of Santa. "He wears a Red Suit."

"There was a fellow just like him surfing here the other day," said the Dolphin. "Although he wasn't wearing a Red Suit."

"Which way did he go?" asked Ellie.

"That way," said the Dolphin pointing.

One day later, with seven days to go, Ellie was on top of a very large bridge. He said to the seagull sitting there,

"I'm looking for a big jolly man,

With a huge happy laugh,

Saying Ho, Ho, ho," said Ellie. 

"He was last seen wearing a Red Suit."

"I haven't seen a man in a Red Suit," said the Seagull. "But I saw some-one just like him Bungee jumping here yesterday," the Seagull added. "He went that way," said the Seagull pointing.

One day later, with six days to go, Ellie was standing on the Great Wall of China. "I'm looking for a man like this," said Ellie, " he wears a Red Suit."

"There was a fellow like that Roller Blading here the other day," answered the Panda. "Although he didn't have a red Suit. He went that way," added the Panda pointing.

One day later, with five days to go, Ellie was standing at the base of a Pyramid.

"I'm looking for a big jolly man,

With a huge happy laugh,

Saying Ho, Ho, ho," said Ellie. 

"He was last seen wearing a Red Suit."

"I don't recognize him and I haven't seen the suit," said the Camel in between spits. "But there was a fellow just like that climbing the pyramid yesterday. He went that way," said the Camel pointing with its tongue.

One day later with four days to go, Ellie was talking to an Elephant. "Have you seen some-one who looks like this wearing a Red Suit?" asked Ellie.

"I don't know who he is," replied the Elephant. "But, the other day, I saw a fellow just like that riding a giraffe. But he didn't have a red suit. He went that way," finished the Elephant pointing with his trunk.

One day later, with three days to go, Ellie was high on a hill talking to a Eagle.

"I'm looking for a big jolly man,

With a huge happy laugh,

Saying Ho, Ho, ho," said Ellie. 

"He was last seen wearing a Red Suit."

"I don't know who he is and haven't seen a fellow in a Red Suit," said the Eagle. "But, there was a man just like that hang gliding here yesterday. He went that way," said the Eagle pointing North.

One day later, two days before Christmas, Ellie was riding a sled pulled by huskies toward the North Pole. Up ahead he saw a sad looking man.

"There you are," said Ellie, "I've been looking for you all over."

"I've been looking all over for my Red Suit," said Santa. "We have to cancel Christmas," added Santa sadly, " because I can't find it."

"Don't worry Santa," said Ellie confidently. "Don't give up. There's still two days until Christmas and I know some people who can help. Together we can all save Christmas."

Ellie quickly rode his sled, roller blades then hang glided, bungee jumped and surfed home. He borrowed gum boots from Peter, red pants from Susan, a red jacket from Thomas and a red floppy cap from Presto the Wizard.

Then, one day before Christmas, Ellie surfed, bungee jumped, hang glided and rode his roller blades and sleds back to the North Pole.

"Here you go," said Ellie one hour before Christmas giving Santa the black gum boots, red jacket, red pants and red floppy hat.

"These are perfect," said Santa. "Ellie, you have just saved Christmas."

Christmas Gifts
copyright Leigh Kibby '93

Johnny was walking with Jenny through the streets of Bethlehem. He carried a drum in his hand and Jenny was wearing her dancing shoes. The streets were dark and it was time to be home.

Then they both saw an amazing thing. "Look," said Jenny pointing to an amazing sight. It was a man on a camel. "There's another," said Johnny. "Oohhh," they both murmured together when they saw still another camel. A girl was riding this one.

Camels were an unusual thing to see in Bethlehem because only kings or wealthy merchants could own them. Johnny and Jenny knew something important was going to happen. So, they ran to the first camel.

"Who are you?" asked Johnny panting. "Why are you here?" asked Jenny.

"They call me Fred the Wise. I am hear to see the new king. He will be born beneath the star," said Fred pointing to the star above.

"A new king," said Jenny with astonishment. "Wow," agreed Johnny.

Jenny and Johnny were standing still with amazement when the next camel walked by.

"Who are you?" asked Jenny. "Why are you here?" asked Johnny.

"I am the Merchant Peter. I am here to see the new king," he said.

By now the third and last camel was walking by.

"Who are you?" Jenny and Johnny asked together. "Why are you here?"

"I am the Princess Pietra," she answered. "I am seeking the new king."

Jenny looked at Johnny and Johnny looked at Jenny. Then, they looked at the bright star shining in the sky. They were standing so still and quietly, they could almost hear the star singing to them. They knew that it was really an angel. Although it was late, they knew what they had to do. 

Jenny and Johnny walked side by side, following the three camels and walking towards the angel that glowed brightly like a star.

Finally, they all came to a stable.

Wise fred was quiet as he looked at the stable. Peter was astonished. "Is this the home of a king?' he asked. Pietra was equally surprised. "It's a stable," she said with amazement.

Jenny and Johnny were not surprised at all. The angel's singing had told them this was the right place. So, they walked quietly inside.

In the stable, they saw a ypoung woman, a man and the barn animals gathered silently around a manger. The baby was sleeping but opened its eyes to look straight at Jenny and Johnny. Then, the baby smiled. 

Johnny and Jenny knelt down next to the manger where they could see the baby.

Wise Fred walked in followed by Peter the Merchant and Pietra the Princess.

After seeing the child in the manger, Fred knelt down and gave a jar of Myyrrh. Then, he could hear the angel singing. 

Peter was so amazed by the baby in the manger that he took out his purse of gold and laid it at the foot of the manger. Then, he could hear the angel singing.

Pietra was so delighted that she took out her most precious possession, Frankincense, and laid it at the foot of the manger.

Jenny looked at Johnny and Johnny looked at Jenny. They thought that they had nothing to give. Then, they listened to the angel singing and knew what they could do.

Jenny stood up and began to dance along with the singing of the angel. Johnny tapped his drum with the rhytm of the angel's song and Jenny's dance.

At the end of the dance, Johnny laid hs drum at the foot of the manger. Jenny took off her dancing shoes and place them next to the drum. 

The baby smiled at Jenny and Johnny and looked at Peter the merchant and Pietra the Princess.

Peter and Pietra understood what the baby had meant with the smile.

Pietra picked up the drum, gave it back to Johnny and held him safely in her arms.

Peter picked up the dancing shoes, gave them back to Jenny and then hugged her softly in his arms.

They all looked at the baby who smiled at each one of them and softly sung the song of the angel. Each one had given their most precious gift. But the greatest gift they had given was the caring that they had showed.

